L egendary piece a
cha Ienge for choir

Nantwich Choral Society members who are to perform Brahms's German Requiem.

RECOGNISED a3 one of the greatest
choral works of all time, Brahms's
German Requiem is a feat for any choir

to undertake.

And conductor John Naylor is
certain that Nantwich Choral Soclety
Is more than capable of doing this
legendary work justice.

“There's no doubt that this is a very
difficult piece of choral music to
perform.” savs John, who is looking
forward to presenting the masterpiece
at St Mary's Church. Nantwich, on
Saturday March 8.

*“The reason being that with
oratorios and other choral society
pleces, a lot of the work is done by the
soloists. But in this requiem. the choir
itself has an awful lot of work to do.”

Brahms began work on the German

uiem in 1856 when he was aged 33,
while this type of music is
normally assoclated with death, the
composer made it clear that his music
was to be a comfort to the living.

“It's one of the challenges of the
choral repertoire but the music is
absolutely wonderful,” says John, aged
60, who took over as conductor of the
choir in 2005,

“It's a monumental composition,
quite unlike any work which preceded
it, but hopefully the audience should
hear a beautiful choral sound, as it
combines the contrapuntal com?lcxny
of Bach with the romanticism ol
Schumann.”

Nantwich Choral
Society
A great choral work and
two grand pianos...
Nantwich Choral Society
is preparing to take on
Brahms’s phenomenal
German Requiem, writes
Liz Rowley

The work Is written In seven
movements and requires both soprano
and baritone soloists - on this occasion
Janet Olller and David Butt Philip

“Janet is based in the North West
and has sung with us on many
occasions in the past,” says John, who
lives in Shropshire with his wife Jenny

“David is a young singer who is
completing his final year of the
postgraduate opera course at the Royal
Academy, in London,”

While many performances of the
work are delivered with a large
orchestral accompaniment, the size of
the venue means that John and the
choir are relying u| two concert
grand pianos, which will be wheeled

into the church for a recital not
unfamiliar with the original

“The first time the requiem was
performed in England, it was done so
on two pianos with Brahms himself
playing one of them,” explains John,
who is also an accomplished singer and
onganist.

“The day before the concert, two
concert grand pianos are going to be
brotght to the church. which will be
quite unusual to see because you don't
often get two pianos side by side™

The performance comes at a very
exiting time for the soclety. Its
numbers have risen 25 per cent over
the last three years, and the church,
nicknamed the Cathedral of South
Cheshire, should present the perfect
environment in which to hear such
great music

“A convincing performance needs a
really good cholr and Nantwich Choral
Soclety is In fine form at present,”
concludes John.

“We are all really looking forward to
our performance.”

# The Nantwich Choral Soclety will
be performing Brahms's German
Requiem on Saturday, March 8 at
7.30pm. For tickets, call 01270 762226 or
01270 624209,

And if you'd like to find out more
about the society or are interested in
becoming a member, contact chairman
Anne Barnard on 01270 522664,
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